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The tides of transformation keep working
on the strength of the structures of
programming and finance at EHoP.

If we welcomed 2023 as the beginning

of post-pandemic stability,
filling the House with guests
and events, then at this time
in 2025, a review of 2024
shows that we are strong
enough now to take on the
tides of renewed
transformation.

Once again, the House was
full nearly every weekend in
2024 — with guests from
Signature EHoP Retreats,
Community Retreats, and groups using

the space not only on the weekends, but
increasingly during the weekdays as well.
Our weekly community gatherings
continue to flow along as well, with
Monday night Chi Kung, and in-person sits
in the Cities on Mondays and in Collegeville
on Wednesdays. In 2024, we also
introduced two year-long program
structures, including monthly Enneagram
Circles and the Contemplative Heart of
Creativity artists cohort. Each gathering of
folks like successive wave, builds up our
diverse and connected community.

The tides of 2024 brought in treasures of
abundance when EHoP learned that it had
been selected in the third round of grants
to receive $1.25 million for a five-year grant
as one of nearly 250 recipients
in the Thriving Congregations
initiative funded by the Lilly
Endowment, Inc. This grant
funding will serve as a new
wave of income to supplement
our already established sources
of income.

Whether you donated,
participated in a retreat or
weekly gathering, or
volunteered your time—we are
deeply grateful for each and every tide that
contributes to making the House of Prayer
a place of transformation.

Peace,
Christine Luna Munger
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Hosting retreats and gathering for prayer place where people come away to learn
is at the heart of the work we do at EHoP. about prayer and practice. We host
We aspire to make EHoP a reputable numerous touchpoints for gathering.

1 2 “l[EHOP] is a Thin Spot in the Celtic

community EHOP sense. That is partly the beautiful

retreats retreats building in the woods,

partly because of the wonderful
Benedictine influence,

7 3 and even more importantly,

in-house year-long

gatherings gatherings the way Christine, Stephanie,

and all the other staff people

help create the atmosphere.”

279 470 — 2024 retreat participant

unique retreat total retreat
participants participants
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People often ask who can come to EHoP.
Besides our weekly and retreat gatherings,
we also use the space to host
opportunities for personal and group

retreats. Groups of all kinds come—book
groups, church groups, women's groups,
yoga groups all help to build up our
diverse and connected community.

“1 was deeply grateful for the sense of
hospitality with which | was greeted and
treated the entire time there. | loved the
environment — the beautiful main house

and dormitory and the remarkable
oratory, the small Prairie, and the path
with carved quotations of wisdom. It’s
hard to say what | was most grateful for

because it all combined together into a

beautiful experience.”

— 2024 retreat participant

16 99

personal nights
retreats reserved

64 535

rental total
groups rental guests
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Contributed by Amy Chatelaine,
Curriculum Editor and Producer

In these early, unfurling weeks of spring,
our hearts and imaginations at the House of
Prayer dwell with seeds — those
potent capsules that house
the promise of transforma-
tion and renewal, that in
good soil will burst their
walls and go on to cultivate
a full ecosystem of nourish-
ment and shelter, solace
and delight.

This spring, our hearts and
imaginations are also with leaders
from parishes, synods, seminaries,
and other faith-based institutions as we
collectively ask:

What makes congregations flourish?

This is the animating question of the
Thriving Congregations Initiative, which the
House of Prayer is delighted to join with our
acceptance of a $1.25 million grant award
last fall. After two rounds, we were overjoyed
to be selected for their third and final

round. We are among nearly 250 institutions
across the country dedicated “to help
congregations adapt to changing social and
cultural contexts, clarify their values and
mission, and draw on Christian practices.”

At EHOP, we bear perennial witness to
the fruits of good soil: to the ways
contemplative practice broadens and
deepens our guests’ ability to perceive
the Holy as an active agent
in their lives. And we
continue to work with the
tools we've inherited to
cultivate this spiritual soil.
Towards that desire, this
generous grant funding will
enable the House to develop a
spiritual formation curriculum
for distribution across the
Episcopal Church of MN. We're
calling it Transforming Hearts:
An Ancient Wisdom Curriculum for
Modern Congregations.

“These congregations represent a
spectrum of diversity in our
diocese, whose potential impact
on both their communities and
the wider church are significant.
| am eager to see what is
possible through their

participation in this offering.”
— The Rt. Rev. Craig W. Loya
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To ground this resource in the realities of
ordinary congregational life, we will be
working in close relationship with 12 of our
102 Episcopal congregations in Minnesota
across the next 5 years (2025-2029). The
program is divided into two cycles, the first
serving from 2025-2027*:

2025 - 2027
Grace Episcopal Church (Minneapolis)
St. Mary's Episcopal Church (St. Paul)
St. Paul's Episcopal Church (Duluth)
5t. Clement’s Episcopal Church (St. Paul)
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church (St. Paul)
Trinity Episcopal Church (Excelsior)

2027 - 2029

Look for our application to join our 2™ cohort

cycle in 2026!

Each congregation selected a “cell group”
of four members — an ancient, and
possibly re-emerging, form of Christian
community — to participate in monthly
rhythms of group contemplative practice.
Through a series of annual in-person
retreats, online workshops, and cell
gatherings for group contemplative
dialogue, program participants will spend
the first two years of their cycle in spiritual
formation. Then, grounded in their own
practice and the support of Transforming
Hearts staff, each cell will discern with their
congregation ways to weave the tools and
wisdom of the contemplative tradition into
their church community as part of their
final year.

* Look for an application to join our second cycle
of cohorts (2027-2029) in 2026.
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The grant also funds two new part-time
staff positions. Please join us in welcoming
former board member Jan Bros into the
role of Program Associate, and Amy
Chatelaine as Curriculum Editor and
Producer.

We sow these first seeds with an
abundance of gratitude — for the board
members whose vision, prayers, and
persistent efforts helped open the door to
this opportunity; in this initial cycle, for our
mentors in group contemplative practice
and adult spiritual formation who are
coming alongside our work as a pilot
group. Finally, for our first cycle of cohorts,
for bringing your questions, longings,
perspectives, imaginations — your hearts.

Transforming Hearts Cycles

[ Cycle! B Cycle2

Years 1 & 2

9 Retreats

Year 3

12 Retreats

Years 4 &5

6 Retreats
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In 2024, we used our resources to invest

in staff, programming, space and
infrastructure. We reached out to new
seekers both through our Community
Retreats and through our online resources.
More and more of our guests reported that
they found us online, which affirms that

2024 Income

Gifts

Endowment $72,070

$49,968

Programs
$57,346
Rentals
$38,679

our 2022 investments in the new website
are paying off. Even so, most people who
came heard about us through someone
they know—so please help us to continue
to build up our resources by telling your
family and friends about EHoP!

2024 Expenditures

Building &
Direct Operations
Programming $58,747
$38,814

Professional
Fees
$34,918

Outreach
$8,519

Salary & Benefits
$193,625

*The difference between income and expenditures in 2024

is accounted for by the 2023 Awakening Hearts campaign.

Full 2024 financial report available: directorhouseprayer@csbsju.edu
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Amanda Rosas
Andy Buelow
Anne Kimball

Anonymous

Rev. Anne Miner-Pearson and
Rev. Daniel Pearson

Barbara Corson

Bonnie Sherman

Bonnie Wenker
Bridget Keller

Caroline and Rev. George Martin
Charles Wright
Christine and Richard Howard
Christine Luna Munger

Rev. Cindy Peterson-WIlosinski and
Rev. Stephen WIosinski

Daniel Vogel
Diane and Mark Millis
Dianne and John Schlichting
Dr. Dianne Pizey

Dick and Joyce H. McFarland
Family Fund of the Minneapolis
Foundation

Edward Cacek
Erin Barnett
Gayle and Timothy Ober
Geraldine and John LeNoie
Graeme L Colgan

2024 Donors

Jana Preble
Janice and Bob Bros
Jeanette Brooks
Jeanette Rerecich
Jean Lahn
Jennifer and Tim Otremba
Jim and Kathy Wiant
Joan Eskens
Rev. Joanie and James Delamater
Joel Benson
Rev. Johannas Asmussen
Judy Jeub
Judy Parr and Larry Soderholm
Karen and Rev. Charles Henneman
Karen Maza-Racine
Katherine Brown

Kathleen Cahalan and
Donald Ottendorf

Kristi and Dean Potter
Lawrence Wiesner
Liz Pohlmann
Marcia Hyatt
Margaret Boatz
Margaret Wurtele
Marianne Gould
Marina Martin Orejana
Mary and Michael Lilja
Mary Ann Olesiewicz

Maryellen Solomon-Auger
Maryjud e Hoeffel

Mary Lou Logsdon and
Susan Pavlak

Mary Weddle
McLane-McFarland Family Fund
Molly Weiss
Myrna Ohmann
Norma Lee Barnhart
Olivia Beck
Patricia Blakely
Rev. Philip Rose
Rebecca Cultra
Rebecca Foreman
Rev. Sally Maxwell
Rev. Sandra Holmberg
Rusty & Wendy Mitch Family Fund
Sherie Bosak and John Mischke
Spencer Foon
Steve Heymans
Steve Shapiro
Susan Engholm
Suzanne Mesna
Tara Darnall
Tom Darnall
William and Sally Giese
William Brand

Yoga Sanctuary

Our Vision is to be a contemplative ministry of spiritual transformation, grounded in the Christian tradition,

Our Mission is to assist in the ongoing work of discerning God's presence,
both within ourselves and in the world; provide guidance in the search for wisdom;
teach all forms of contemplative prayer; offer training in the inner work of the spiritual life.

in the practice of Benedictine hospitality, reaching out and welcoming all.




